
BOSTON (AP) — A Kentucky
widow, moved by the cries of grief
she heard in reports about the tsuna-
mi disaster in south Asia, invited
her entire town to a New Year’s Eve
bash to raise money for the victims.

In California, a college offered
free basketball tickets, with a gift
for relief efforts the only price of
admission.

A group of children in a Seattle
suburb stood out in the rain offering
‘‘Hot Chocolate for Tidal Wave
Relief!’’ and raised $255.

In ways large and small, people
around the country have found ways
to help victims of one of history’s
worst natural disasters.

‘‘I can say the outpouring has
been amazing,’’ said Coco McCabe,
a spokeswoman for the Oxfam
International relief agency. ‘‘Even
though it’s happening on the other
side of the world, it feels so close.’’

Oxfam said Friday it had received
almost $6 million in unsolicited

donations since the disaster on Dec.
26. The American Red Cross report-
ed almost $44 million in donations

from Americans by Thursday
evening.

Three brothers ages 3 to 7 each
dropped off sandwich bags contain-
ing a few dollars at the Mile High
chapter of the Red Cross in Denver,
according to spokesman Robert
Thompson. The same chapter also
accepted a $50,000 donation from a
man who requested anonymity.

A group of children in Sam-
mamish, Wash., a suburb of Seattle,
stood in steady rain Wednesday
selling hot chocolate to fight the
chill. Eleven-year-old Thomas Wil-
son said he couldn’t get the rising
death toll of his mind

‘‘It’s so horrid, so terrible — such
a huge loss of family. And I could-
n’t do anything about it,’’ he said.
‘‘Then I did this hot chocolate stand
and it made me feel better.’’

Kids elsewhere around the coun-
try were similarly moved.

See RELIEF on A12

By Tyler Riggs
staff writer

Jamie and Jason Swan call
him their miracle baby.

They don’t have an offi-
cial first name for the little

tyke yet — they’re leaning toward
Alexander — but at the time
they’re just happy their 7-pound,
9-ounce bundle of joy is healthy.

Baby Leighton Swan made his
first appearance at 2:52 a.m. on
Saturday, becoming the first
Cache Valley baby of 2005. When
it came time for Jamie Swan to
deliver the baby, however, a prob-
lem came up.

The nurse discovered that the
umbilical cord was underneath his
head. “The baby’s head was push-
ing against it,” Jamie said. “He
would have not got the oxygen he
needed; he would have died if she
wouldn’t have caught that.

“She saved our baby.”
The Swan’s nurse sat on the bed

and held Jamie until they got into
the operating room for an emer-
gency Caesarean section. The doc-
tor handled the situation, and both
the baby and mom are healthy.

Jamie and Jason Swan had been
in a similar situation before, when
their first daughter, Olivia, was
born. Complications in that deliv-
ery resulted in the newborn pass-
ing away.

“When we lost Olivia we didn’t
know until just when she was born
that there were any problems,”
Jason said.

Being in another situation where
both mother and baby were help-
less was scary, Jamie said.

“I was freaking out. I was cry-
ing. I was really scared,” she said.
“He’s a miracle baby.”

See BABY on A12
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Americans get creative with tsunami relief

Eli Lucero/Herald Journal

Jamie and Jason Swan hold their son who was the first baby born in Cache Valley
this year.

Valley people

Tax break
limitations
sought for
education

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) —
A proposal that would raise
more money for public educa-
tion by limiting income-tax
breaks for children is headed
for a third year to the Utah Leg-
islature, but it may face worse
odds of passage this time.

The measure would reshuffle
state income tax brackets and
limit family deductions to three
dependent children. In a state
that celebrates big families, crit-
ics say it looks too much like a
head tax.

Rep. Patricia Jones, D-Salt
Lake City, and Republican Rep.
Steven Mascaro of West Jordan,
say the Utah tax code can’t gen-
erate enough money to keep up
with a school system expected
to add 145,000 more students
over the next decade.

Their plan would raise
income tax revenue, dedicated
entirely for education, by $82
million a year.

‘‘Responsibility is a family
value. (The bill) puts the
responsibility where it should
be, instead of getting a ’head
bonus,’’’ Jones said. ‘‘It gives us
positive tax reform, a signifi-
cant infusion of money in our
schools, and it’s going to end up
in the classroom.’’

Of particular concern to some
is a provision that would elimi-
nate the federal-tax deduction
on state returns.

That was a sticking point last
year with House Republican
leaders, who said it was unfair
to better-off families with
grown children.

School readiness:
By Carrie Brown
staff writer

Most parents trust school
officials to keep their kids safe
during the day.

However, the reality is that at
any time, any school can be
touched by some kind of crisis. 

“I don’t know that you can
ever be totally prepared, but I
know at the schools they do
routine drills and teacher in-
services for emergency proce-
dures,” said Myra Lynch,
personnel director for the
Logan City School District.
“First, (it’s important) to have a
plan in place, and then to have
guidelines and procedures
helps prepare the staff.”

The preparedness of one

local school, Woodruff Ele-
mentary, was tested recently
when a strange man walked
onto school grounds carrying a
pellet gun, according to police
reports. 

It was a lesson in crisis man-
agement for administrators,

teachers, staff and students.
After the incident, some par-

ents criticized school officials
for failing to keep them duly
informed. A note sent home
with students didn’t reveal
specifics about the incident. 

“I think there’s a lot of par-

ents that don’t even realize
what happened,” said Sandi
Packham, a parent of a
Woodruff fifth-grader who wit-
nessed the incident. “I under-
stand that (Principal) Sundee
(Ware) didn’t want to incite
panic, but at least the parents of
the children that saw it happen
should know what happened.”

Packham said her son was
unable to sleep and had night-
mares following his experi-
ence.

“Not one person from the
school has called to check on
Jacob,” she said. “Not one. The
school needs to be a safe place,
but now he says he’s afraid at
home.”

See READY on A12
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WAUWATOSA, Wis. (AP) — A
teenager who became the first person
known to survive rabies without a
vaccination went home Saturday after
nearly 11 weeks in the hospital, offi-
cials said.

Jeanna Giese, 15, was infected
when a bat bit her at church in Sep-
tember but she did not immediately
seek treatment. She began showing
symptoms of rabies in mid-October.

‘‘My biggest goal when this start-
ed, when I walked through those
doors downstairs, was to someday
take my daughter through those doors
back out, and today that gets to hap-
pen,’’ Giese’s father, John Giese, said
Saturday before the family left the
hospital.

A team of physicians at Children’s
Hospital of Wisconsin gambled on an
experimental treatment and induced a
coma as part of efforts to stave off the
usually fatal infection.

Only five people besides Giese are
known to have survived the rabies
virus after the onset of symptoms. 

See RABIES on A12

Rabies patient 
first to survive 
sans vaccine

CAN’T BE BEAT
Utes cap undefeated season with Fiesta— B1
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When things get sticky
What is a school crisis?

A situation in which a school is faced with inadequate infor-
mation, not enough time and insufficient resources, but in
which leaders must make  crucial decisions. Such situations

√ School shootings
√ Severe weather
√ Acts of terror or war
√ Bus accidents
√ Fires

√ Student or staff deaths
√ Hazardous material spills
√ Bomb threats
√ Natural disasters

— Source: www.ed.gov

Eli Lucero/Herald Journal

A member of the bomb squad prepares to detonate a
suspicious package found at Cedar Ridge Middle School
in Hyde Park in 2003.

Minor incidents have served 
to keep local schools on toes

‘Miracle baby’ year’s first
Utah Legislature

Local eateries pitch in
Logan restaurants are planning fund-

raisers for tsunami victims this week.

�  The Formosa restaurant in Logan
will serve free lunch and dinner on
Wednesday, Jan. 5. Customers that
day can make a donation, though it is
not required, and all proceeds will ben-
efit the Red Cross or organizations
involved with the relief effort. Formosa
is at 890 N. Main. Owner Michael Wang
can be reached at 753-7889.
� Wendy’s Old Fashioned Hamburg-

ers in Logan, Smithfield, and Tremon-
ton will be donating all of their profits to
the Red Cross for tsunami relief aid.
Diners at Wendy’s will be also be able
to make donations at Logan’s two
restaurants, as well as at the Smithfield
and Tremonton locations. A company
that the local Wendy’s franchises work
with will also match 10 percent of the
profits and donate that money to the
local Red Cross.

AP photo

Stephen McClure, 12, holds a sign in
Sammamish, Wash., in an effort to
raise money to help those affected by
the Indian Ocean tsunami disaster.

AP photo

Jeanna Giese waves as she leaves
Milwaukee’s Children’s Hospital with
her family Saturday. Giese was
released from the hospital after being
treated for rabies with an experimental
combination of drugs.
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Every membership
includes:
• 30 Minute Interval Circuit

• Unlimited classes: 
step, yoga, pilates, 
kickboxing, body sculpting,
cardio ball & more

• Trainers available at no 
extra cost

• Fitness assessments & more!

Open Mon-Thu 6 a.m. to 8:30 p.m., 
Fri 6 a.m. to 7:30 p.m., Sat 7 a.m. to 2 p.m.

121 East 1400 North Logan
Phone (435) 755-0434 

Fax (435) 755-0435

Happy New Rear!
Join the 

Total Fitness Challenge
January 17th-April 16th*

3 months 
for $50*

Come in or call to sign up.
*Registration and tax not included. 

Offer ends January 31st, 2005

Ready
Continued from A1

Despite criticism from par-
ents, Ware said the situation
was handled successfully
because no one was hurt. She
was impressed with how
Woodruff students responded
to the threat.

“We’re getting to a place
where we can respond to the
big huge things more immedi-
ately,” said Ware. “It’s just
one of those things that I’m so
grateful nobody was hurt. Our
children did so well. They saw
someone they didn’t know and
reported it. The children are
just so brave and smart. They
know to look for the visitors
badge or school (employee)
badge. ... There was a plan,
and I feel like we were able to
make it work.”

According to the U.S.
Department of Education, cri-
sis mitigation and prevention
are the first steps for keeping
schools safe. Both districts in
Cache County take measures
— from requiring visitors to
wear sign in and wear name
badges to security cameras at
some schools — to that end.

Although Woodruff Ele-
mentary practices some of
those prevention techniques,
Ware said there were still
some areas of its plan that can
be improved.

“The codes on our walkie-
talkies need to be refined so
we can respond quicker,” said
Ware. “We’ve asked the police

to help us with the coding sys-
tem and using common school
codes.”

In 2003, the Cache County
School District’s preparedness
was tried when a 12-year-old
student brought a homemade
bomb to Cedar Ridge Middle
School and showed it off to
classmates.

A bomb threat was one of
the many scenarios on which
district schools had conducted
drills, said Steve Zsiray, asso-
ciate superintendent of sec-
ondary curriculum. The
school’s safety plan was fol-
lowed, and bomb technicians
were called to the incident to
safely detonate the device.

Experts say schools are
most successful in responding
to crises when they have
detailed action plans. Both the
Cache and Logan districts
have procedures in place at
the district level as well as at
each school.

“I feel the (Logan) district
has done a remarkable job
providing teachers and all pro-
fessional family with steps to
follow in the event of an
emergency arising at the
school,” said Richard Jensen,
superintendent of the Logan
City School District, citing the
response by Woodruff Ele-
mentary School officials. “The
main focus is to protect the
safety of students. The protec-
tion of students is paramount.”

Jensen said he believes
schools are far safer today
than they were five, 10 or 15
years ago. 

“We’re talking about trained
professionals that are highly

skilled and highly trained and
that have very sound judg-
ment, but it’s impossible to
provide absolute protection,”
he said. 

For that reason, schools
must also plan for the after-
math of a crisis, and be ready
to rebuild a safe atmosphere
for education. 

“We learn from the event,
we discuss how to improve
upon activating the proce-
dures, and then we move on,”
Jensen said. 

Intervention also plays a
role, said Lynch, because of
the mental and emotional
effects of such incidents.

“It is important to help staff
and students get through that
grieving or adjustment
process,” she said. “We’re for-
tunate to have trained school
psychologists and profession-
als to help everyone get back
to teaching and learning. It’s
hard to do that without some
kind of intervention or help.”

On Monday, Ware said
Woodruff Elementary School
will have counselors available
for students. Also, as on every
first Monday of the month, the
school will conduct “group
chat” in which students gather
during their prep periods for a
safety training course.

“Mainly it’s to revisit any
issue that needs to be identi-
fied,” said Ware. “Sometimes
topics are discussed or prac-
ticed. We’ll talk about what
we did right as well as how
we can build on our skills.”

———

E-mail: cbrown@hjnews.com

Baby
Continued from A1

Everything with their new
baby boy turned out OK, and
now the Swan’s will take the
boy to their Logan home to
join his three sisters, Susie, 8,
Becca, 6, and Katie, 4.

“I think it will be fun to do
something different,” Jamie
said.

“We’re good at girls,” Jason
added.

Jamie said she had been
joking with her husband for
the past few weeks about hav-
ing the first baby of the year. 

It didn’t seem like it was
going to happen, but the cou-
ple was watching “Napoleon
Dynamite” on Friday night,
and at about 10 p.m., Jamie
said she was uncomfortable
and needed to go to the hospi-
tal.

“We don’t know how (the
movie) ended,” Jason said.

Before the Swans see the
ending of the movie, they will
move their new baby home

and into a teddy bear-clad
room with his big sister, and
before they eat the cupcakes
that their daughters were bak-
ing for them on Saturday, they
will have to decide on a first
name for the boy.

While Alexander is at the
top of the list, they said, there
are other names being consid-
ered, among them: Chinook,
Eli and Marcus.

“We’ve had plenty of time
to think of a name,” Jamie
said. “But I’m going to need
some time to let my head clear
before we decide.”

Relief
Continued from A1

In New York City, six chil-
dren ages 12 to 18 worked
late Thursday and early Fri-
day to make dozens of cook-
ies, brownies and cupcakes
for a door-to-door bake sale
organized by Do Something,
a youth service group.

Jeffrey Arias, a Boy Scout
from Newbury, Mass.,
attends Phillips Exeter
Academy in Exeter, N.H.,
with several students from
areas hit hard by the giant
waves. He and 15 friends
stood outside banks and con-
venience stores Thursday
and Friday with donation
cans for the American Red
Cross

‘‘There’s quite a big
chance that friends of mine
were hit,’’ Arias said. ‘‘I
can’t just stand around and
watch the news.’’

After hearing the victims’
cries on news reports, Claire
Neal, decided to throw a
New Year’s Eve fund-raiser
at her house in Owensboro,

Ky., a city of 54,000 on the
Ohio River. A local business
donated gourmet candy for
the $50-per-ticket event.

‘‘When I woke up, I
thought ’I can do this, and I
can do it right now,’’’ said
Neal, 75, a widow who has
hosted several community
fund-raisers. She said people
donated more than $7,000
Friday night and she expects
to get more in the mail.

The University of Califor-
nia at Santa Barbara athletic
department offered free
admission to the Gauchos’
basketball game Thursday to
anyone who brought a dona-
tion of canned food, bottled
water or a piece of clothing.

‘‘You look at the number
of children and the amount
of damage and the shape the
world is in over there com-
pared to the lives we get to
live here,’’ head coach Bob
Williams said. ‘‘It’s a chance
to do a small, minute thing.’’

For the next month,
Philadelphia’s Reading Ter-
minal Market will collect
donations in a 4-foot bronze
pig that stands in the center
of the farmers’ market. In
Elizabeth City, N.C., Jack-

lyn Phillips, plans to collect
1,000 used bicycles and,
with the help of local prison
inmates, refurbish them and
ship them to Indonesia so
people can get around on
damaged roads.

Sri Lankan native Preethi
Burkholder is charging $15
for a benefit slide show of
her homeland Monday in
Aspen, Colo. In Hawaii,
North Shore Catamaran
Charters plans to donate all
proceeds from a special sun-
set whale watch cruise on
Jan. 14 to tsunami victims.

New Delhi native Naveen
Sachar hopes to net $10,000
from a Jan. 7 fund-raiser he
arranged at a Chicago bar.
His relatives in central India
were unhurt, but he said he
mourns for victims and sur-
vivors who’ve lost every-
thing.

‘‘We were opening Christ-
mas gifts that morning and
people there were trying to
recover bodies,’’ said
Sachar, a 36-year-old busi-
ness consultant. ‘‘The least
we can do is raise some
money to help.”

Rabies
Continued from A1

But unlike Giese, they had
either been vaccinated or had
received a series of rabies vac-
cine shots before showing
symptoms.

The U.S. Centers for Dis-

ease Control and Prevention
has said it is re-evaluating its
approach to human rabies
because of the results.

In recent weeks, Giese has
worked to regain her weight,
strength and coordination,
although she will need physi-
cal and occupational therapy.

One of Giese’s doctors,
Rodney Willoughby, said the
girl’s treatment must be dupli-

cated in another person before
it can be credited as a rabies
treatment.

‘‘I don’t recommend you do
stuff before you try them on
animals but in this case we
didn’t have time,’’ he said.
‘‘This was stitched together in
four hours, discussed in an
hour. It just turned out we
were very lucky. Jeanna was
very lucky.’’

AccuWeather.com forecast for daytime conditions, low/high temperatures
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Forecast for Saturday

City Hi Lo Prc
Logan m m
Logan Peak m m
Mendon m m
Preston 31 21 trc

City Hi Lo Prc.
Smithfield 28 13 .45
Wellsville 30 16 .65
KVNU 30 21 .36

Cloudy. Chance
of snow. Snow
accumulation 1
inch. Probability of
measurable pre-
cipitation 50 per-
cent. High of 33
and a low of 23.

Almanac Up above
The Quadrantid meteor shower

peaks this time of year and in fact
peaks tomorrow morning early.  At
about 6 a.m. look to the NE for
what could be as many as 120
meteors per hour.  Astronomers
have just determined that this
could be the remnants of asteroid
2003EH.

astronomy@rocketmail.com 

Sunrise: 7:54 a.m.
Sunset: 5:07 p.m.
Humidity: 100 percent
UV Index: 1 (low)
Conditions: Mostly Cloudy
Record High: 47 (1981)
Record Low: minus 1 (1979)
Moon: Last quarter, Jan. 3
Pollen: 0.1 (low)

By The Associated Press

Snow showers blew across the northern states from the
Rockies to the upper Great Lakes on Saturday, and rain
fell along the West Coast and the Ohio Valley.

A storm moving across the northern Plains produced
snow across Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota, Min-
nesota and Wisconsin.

Light snow showers also were scattered over parts of
Idaho, Wyoming and Colorado.

Low pressure along the Pacific Coast produced scattered
rain showers from central California northward into west-
ern sections of Oregon and Oregon.The rain turned to
heavy snow at higher elevations.

Rain showers spread through parts of the Mississippi
Valley, from Louisiana and Mississippi through Arkansas
into Missouri, and along the Ohio Valley.

Elsewhere, a few showers moved across northern New
York state into northern New England.

Saturday’s temperatures from the lower 48 states ranged
from a morning low of 10 below zero at Great Falls,
Mont., to a midday reading of 81 at Harlingen, Texas. The
lowest wind chill was 23 below at Glasgow, Mont.

TODAY MONDAY
Snow. Probability
of measurable
precipitation 60
percent. High of
28 with a low of
14.

EXTENDED

Bands separate high temperature zones for the day.
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The AccuWeather.com forecast for noon,
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Temperatures indicate Friday’s high
and overnight low to 8 p.m. Eastern
Time.

Hi Lo Prc Otlk
Albuquerque 55 39 cdy
Amarillo 61 44 cdy
Anchorage 25 19 sno
Baltimore 67 40 cdy
Boise 41 33 .02 cdy
Boston 52 41 cdy
Cheyenne 43 21 cdy
Chicago 36 25 cdy
Cleveland 39 34 rn
Denver 43 23 cdy
Des Moines 33 24 .09 cdy
El Paso 64 38 cdy
Evansville 63 55 rn
Fairbanks 4 -11 cdy
Fargo 17 1 .11 clr
Flagstaff 37 30 sno
Grand Rapids 34 25 rn
Helena 20 -3 .05 cdy
Houston 75 62 rn
Jacksonville 71 50 cdy
Juneau 25 9 clr

Kansas City 62 43 .03 cdy
Key West 79 70 cdy
Las Vegas 56 45 cdy
Los Angeles 57 45 rn
Milwaukee 34 23 .07 clr
Nashville 69 50 rn
New Orleans 74 61 cdy
New York City 58 49 cdy
Omaha 43 25 .02 cdy
Orlando 76 55 cdy
Pendleton 38 33 .02 cdy
Philadelphia 64 39 clr
Phoenix 63 49 cdy
Rapid City 19 9 cdy
Reno 33 23 .04 sno
Sacramento 54 45 .71 rn
St Louis 61 46 .26 rn
Salt Lake City 43 30 .09 cdy
San Antonio 76 61 .02 cdy
San Diego 61 48 .08 cdy
Seattle 45 39 .05 cdy
Tucson 65 41 cdy
Tulsa 69 60 .01 rn
Wichita 66 52 cdy
Wilmington,Del. 65 m cdy

Air quality index

Burning advisory
The Utah Department of Environmental Quality issues
daily advisories to reduce air-pollution levels from burn-
ing wood in stoves or fireplaces. Green means condi-
tions are “satisfactory,” yellow means “burn if necessary”
and red means to “avoid.” Today’s advisory for Cache
Valley is GREEN.

Avalanche danger
Yesterday’s Rating: ConsiderableConsiderable in the backcountry 
Conditions: Unless you want to trigger a potentially dangerous avalanche,
you should avoid steep slopes and avalanche run-out zones in the backcountry
today.
For updated conditions, visit www.avalanche.org or call (435) 797-4146.

For real-time data, see www.airmonitoring.utah.gov

From the news wire

Cloudy. Chance of
snow accumula-
tion 2 - 3 inches.
Probability of
measurable pre-
cipitation 60 per-
cent. High of 35
and a low of 21.

AQI: 22
Quality: Good
O3 level: 0.03 ppm
Meaning: Air quality is considered satisfactory, and air
pollution poses little or no risk.

33°/ 23°


